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Public Education on Air Quality Issues

Long Beach Alliance for Children with Asthma

The Long Beach Alliarce for Children with Asthma is a community program of Miller Children's Hospatal
gl the Long Beach Memarial Medical Center. The Alliznce’s primary objectives include improving the
guality and galivery of asthma hezlth care, and reducing preventable hospilalizations. emergenicy room
visits, and school absentesism Caused by asthma,

Estztlished in 15999, the core programs of the Allance include asthma care education seminzrs for
physicizng and medical assistznts, and 2 home visitation program condudied by comminity health cara
workers. The Allarce also pariners with schools, sflerschool proprams, parkes ard recreational centers
T increase asthma awarenass 2nd reduce condiions that comiribuie to asthma.

In addition, the Alliance has expanded its program to include educating community members on how

to effectively participate in public forumes discussing 2suss that adversely affect children's haghth, To dats,
more than 25 mothers of zsthmatic children have sttended treining sessions on air pollulion issues, pab
lic speaking, community organizing and [ezdership sklls. These “asthma moms” have provided compelling
Leetimany i ferums ranging from neighbomood meetings 1o legislative hearings

Feur of these "astima moms' have gone on w0 receive specialized technical training from researchers

at the LISC Keck School of Medicine. Thay now sarve on "Meighborhocd Assessment Teams" (called
“&-Tearns”) that conduct traffic surveys and air quality menitaring, These A-Tearns have already iderti-
lied sgruficant polluben problems near several elementacy schools, They have 2lso begun monitoring 1o
gstablish bazzling pollution levels rear the proposed sike of 2 ral yard expansion project

The ADMD honors the Long Beach Allance for Children wath Asthrma lor ite cutstanding educationz!
efforts and strong advocacy for cleansr air




