
Renters’ Housing Wage

It costs $1,189/month to rent a decent two-bedroom apartment in Long Beach.1 The standard for housing affordability is that a family should not pay more than 30% of their earnings on rent.  Thus, a working family needs to earn $24.77 per hour – or $47,560 per year – to afford a decent two bedroom apartment in Long Beach.  

The minimum wage in California is not enough to pay the rent in Long Beach.  At $6.75 per hour, two full-time minimum wage workers supporting a family would have to each work nearly 73 hours per week to afford $1,189 rent.

Decent Rental Housing Is Out Of Reach For 
Fast food cook
$16,792/year

Housekeeping cleaner
$18,910/year

Barber
$19,222/year

Childcare worker
$20,580/year

Security officer
$21,863/year

Janitor
$22,009/year

Hotel housekeeper
$22,900/year

Paramedic
$24,005/year

Retail salesperson
$25,064/year

Teacher assistant
$26,772/year

Construction laborer
$30,480/year

Medical assistant
$30,637/year

Painter
$32,746/year

Auto body repair person
$35,455/year

Roofer
$35,945/year

Mental health social worker
$38,158/year

Law clerk
$43,629/year

Flight attendant
$44,401/year

1 HUD 2006 revised final fair market rents.

2 Dataquick, using the average listed for Long Beach city.

3 This assumes 10% down, an annual interest rate of 7% and a loan period of 30   years.

* Postsecondary. 

**Commercial project wages.


Homebuyers’ Housing Wage

In April 2005, the median-priced home in Long Beach sold for $588,000.2 The monthly mortgage payment needed to buy the median priced Long Beach home is $3,520/month ($4,728 once taxes and insurance are included).  A family would need to earn at least $171,950 per year to support this mortgage, assuming they pay no more than 33% of the family’s income.3

Homeownership Is Out Of Reach For

Paralegal
$47,862/year

Middle school teacher
$54,417/year

Librarian
$56,798/year

Nursing instructor*
$58,007/year

Carpenter (union)**
$58,137/year

Clergy
$60,153/year

Urban planner
$63,098/year

Fire fighter
$64,870/year

Registered nurse
$64,878/year            

Reporter/news analyst
$65,512/year

Patrol officer
$66,015/year

Physics teacher*
$70,899/year

Electrical engineer
$77,953/year

Architect
$82,969/year

Pharmacist
$93,375/year

Education administrator
$99,201/year
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